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Crystal Lake Toastmasters help make history come alive

Candlelight cast a soft glow on the steps and costumes of Crystal Lake Toastmasters Club members Jennifer McAllister and Joan Walton Saturday, December 5th and 6th.

McAllister, a resident of Cary, and Walton, a resident of Huntley, volunteered as tour guide docents at the Crystal Lake Colonel Palmer House Candlelight Christmas Tour. “It was a delightful experience,” Walton says.

“The Night Before Christmas: December 24, 1860” program was sponsored by the Crystal Lake Historical Society. “We are extremely pleased with the success at the event and looking forward to doing it again next year,” says Co-Organizer and Colonel Palmer House Facility Coordinator Sandy Price. “Jennifer and Joan were a great addition to the event. We really appreciated all their excellent work.”

A Crystal Lake Toastmasters Club member since 2002, McAllister enjoys the camaraderie of the club and says “Toastmasters has helped me to be a more effective communicator.” The communication skills she has refined through Toastmasters were useful during the Candlelight Tour not only as she presented information to the various tour groups, but also as she answered tour participants’ questions.  

Walton, a Crystal Lake Toastmasters Club member since 2007, says “Toastmasters has been a really wonderful experience for me. I was able to carry out my role as a tour guide docent with much more confidence and animation because of Toastmasters.” 

The Crystal Lake Toastmasters Club is part of Toastmasters International, a non-profit, educational organization dedicated to providing opportunities, tools and support to improve your communication and leadership skills. The Crystal Lake Toastmasters Club meets the first, third, and fifth Saturdays of the month from 8:00-10:00 a.m. at the Crystal Lake Amcore Bank located on Route 14. Visitors are welcome at all club meetings. 

For more information about the club visit the club Web site, www.crystallaketoastmasters.org; or contact 2008-2009 Club President Connie Bartholomew at 847-337-1204 or cbartholomew19@yahoo.com. For more information about Toastmasters International and to find additional clubs, go to www.toastmasters.org. 
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