McHENRY COUNTY SCHOOLS

RICH WITH REVENUES

We have seen that, in the State of Illinois, total revenue supporting public education has grown from $9.1 billion in 1990/91 school years to over $17 billion in 2000/01 school years, an 86% increase during a period of 33% inflation.  All this revenue has flowed to the school districts since property tax legislation was enacted in 1991.

A rosier picture of revenues to the schools is in McHenry County, Illinois, where total revenues have soared a staggering 148% in a ten-year period since the tax caps were passed in 1991 thru the 2000/01 school years.  Inflation was only 33% over the 1990/91 to 2000/01 time period.

Property tax revenue supporting schools in McHenry County has skyrocketed from $108.4 million in 1990/91 to over $260.3 million in 2000/01, an increase of 140% during a period of 33% inflation.

Revenue per student has gone from $5,364 to $9,058 per student in 2000/01, an increase of 69%.  Inflation was 33% over the ten-year period ending in 2001/01. 

The facts are irrefutable; total revenues supporting McHenry County Schools is up 148%, property taxes are up 140% and revenue per student is up 69%, yet student population has increased only 47%.

McHenry County schools have plenty of money to operate their districts – what they lack is common sense, business sense and financial sense.
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